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Something unusual seems to be going on in Dutch spatial planning. On the one 5 hand, the international professional community has often regarded Dutch spatial 6 planning system of high standards. For instance, Alterman (1997) had described the Netherlands as having a 'superbly efficient' system of spatial planning and building 12 production compared with the United Kingdom and Japan. The American Bolan 13 (1999) was 'impressed by the spatial planning achievements' of the Netherlands. 14 And in Germany, reference was made to 'ein gut funktionierendes System der 15 Baulandbereitstellung' and 'ein geschickt ausgestaltetes Enteignungsrecht' Eichstaedt 1999). But what was it that made Dutch planning so attractive for these 17 foreign scholars? Apparently and according to Andreas Faludi and Arnold van der 18 Valk (1994) it had something to do with highly successful spatial concepts and 19 planning strategies (such as the Randstad or the Green Heart), which were carefully (van der Cammen 1986). Partly in conjunction with the (post)modernity debate at that 12 time, the reality of Dutch urban planning was described as 'an early modern practice 13 through and through'. Following Jürgen Habermas, a call was issued for a 14 'completion of spatial planning and urban design' (Boelens 1990 ). 15 16 However, such a call turned out to be not so easy to realise in planning practice. 17 There were some experiments with regional design, in order to add local precision to 18 the more or less abstract strategic planning issues and render those things visible, Reference is made to the need for all participants to sense the urgency of achieving 8 development and for the equally great need for the partners to be able to build up a Theoretically, the starting-point of the new impulses mentioned above, has thus been 7 the need to get around the impasses between modernism and post-modernism. Because neither a reversion to the supposed absolute accuracy of big visions and 9 holism, nor an emphasis on the day-to-day, the here and now and fragmentary 10 projects represents a promising course for the practice and science of planning 11 (Boelens 1990 human actors and the specific characteristics and entities of the locality -in order to 28 reassemble them in such a way that they would become more innovative, 
Business cases and pilots
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Step 4 was about a first possibility of developing new opportunities, which 26 may be endorsed, but still need to be proved in reality. To this end, step five is the 27 proof of the pudding; the associated opportunity map is put into concrete form in 28 20 one or more business cases, respectively pilots for specific project components. households, businesses and institutions can affiliate of their own free will.
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Because they will benefit from it by doing so. These organisations can also raise 11 financial resources themselves and/or demand membership fees, set public rules, 12 formulate a programme for a specific project and appoint an authority, which 13 could be held accountable for its achievements and revenues at periodic 2 Special Districts are bottom-up organizations formed to fulfill a specific need or service for the benefit of those involved. They are already nearly two centuries an important part of the American planning system. Although special districts are mostly characterized by a large direct involvement of the citizens, over the years also several malfunctions have run into the system. Sometimes there is a real accumulation of overlapping districts, sometimes a lack of oversight and duplication or functions. Therefore, in the USA one increasingly opts for a better integration of the special district system in that of the representative democracy (Little Hoover Commission 2000) . In the Netherlands, however, this problem is not apparent. While here one starts of from a state-controlled, sometimes even over-regulated system, which could be very precise and selective to decide which parts of government could be better organized in special districts. 3 (see also:
http://www.urbanunlimited.nl/uu/downloads.nsf/10/67ECA4A232D65D26C1256FBE006ECE40/$file/english+light.pdf)
